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mended him to visit tlie Fo-ho-lo country, which belonged
to his horde, and had interesting sacred sites. This advice
was urged also by certain Brethren from that country
who had come to Huo in connection with the change of
administration, and Yuan-chuang acted on the advice, and
joined these Brethren on their return.

Most of the countries here described as lying between
the Iron Pass and Bamian are mentioned again in the
account of the return journey, and it is not necessary to
refer to them further at present

FO-HO (BALKH).

The narrative in the Eecords proceeds to relate that
"West (i. e from ILu-lhi) you reach Fo-ho. This country was
above 800 li from east to west and 400 li north to south, reach-
ing on the north to the Oxus. The capital, which all called
"Little Rajagriha city," was above twenty li in circuit, but though
it was strong it was thinly peopled. In natural products the
district was rich and the land and water flowers were too many
to enumerate. There were above 100 Buddhist monasteries with
more than 3000 Brethren all adherents of the "Small Vehicle7
system.

Outside the capital on the south-west side was the Na-fo
(Xava)-Sangharama or New Monastery built by a former king
of the country. This was the only Buddhist establishment north
of the Hindu-Eush in which there was a constant succession of
Masters who were commentators on the canon. The image of
the Buddha in this monastery was artistically made of (accord-
ing to one reading, studded with) noted precious substances, and
its halls were adorned with costly rarities, hence it was plundered
for gain by the chiefs of the various states, in the monastery
was an image of Yaisravana deva which had bona fide miracles
and in mysterious ways protected the establishment. The pilgrim
tells how not long before the time of his visit this deva had
frustrated an armed attempt of the Turkish Ske-hu or governor
name Ssii, the son of a governor, to invade and plunder the
monastery.

In the South Buddha-Hall of this establishment were Buddha's
washing-basin about one tou in capacity: so bright and dazzling
was the blending of colours in this basin that one could not
well tell whether it was of stone or metal. There was also a
tooth of the Buddha an inch long and 8/10tlls of an inch broad,